
 

If you would like Pastor John to see you for a pastoral visit, please 

feel free to fill out the following card and either mail it to the church 

or place it in the offering plate on Sunday. 

 

Your Name:     __________________  

 

Suggested Time(s):         

 

Contact Number:      

 
LUTHERAN CHURCH OF THE ATONEMENT 

243 OAKWOODS ROAD 

WILKESBORO, NC 28697 

Visitation Invitation: 
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MISSION STATEMENT  
 

LUTHERAN CHURCH OF THE ATONEMENT 

243 OAKWOODS ROAD 

WILKESBORO, NC 28697 

(336) 838-5522ñChurch Office 

(336) 469-3073ñPastor John 

E-MAIL: atonement@embarqmail.com 

WEB ADDRESS:  www.atonementwilkes.org 

TO WORSHIP, MINISTER AND CARE,  
WITH ONE VOICE  

  BY GODðS GRACE 

PELICAN NEWSLETTER 



From Pastor John...  

Pastor John  

2 Corinthians 

3:18 

 
  And we, who with 

unveiled faces all 

reflect the Lordôs 

glory, are being 

transformed into 

his likeness with 

ever-increasing 

glory, which 

comes from the 

Lord, who is the 

Spirit.  
 

This Is Holy Ground, amen?  An amazing thing happened in our congregation this 

past Sunday, and I continue to be blown away by it.  I could never have predicted it.  

In a million years I could not have ever foreseen what God was about to do.  But 

before I knew it the congregation was standing in the middle of the service, hugging 

each other, crying tears of joy in many an eye, telling each other they loved one an-

other, and gathering together in prayer.  All were proclaiming our space as holy 

ground ð shoes off or shoes on, it didnõt really matter.  What an incredible moment 

where God clearly poured out His Spirit on our congregation! 

 

While these services are wonderful to experience, there comes a time when the 

spiritual high begins to wear off.  No doubt we all went home and told someone 

about what happened.  No doubt we all talked about what happened to other peo-

ple who were there to experience.  But eventually we all came back to the real 

world.  Some of us went back to work.  Some of us went back to our routines.  Some 

of us went on vacation ð many to the beach for the holiday weekend.  But we all 

went back to the world.  Such is life, as they say. 

 

The question is, how will we go forward?  As I proclaimed this past Sunday, nobody 

who has listened to our youth coming back from their trip can deny that God is work-

ing in our midst.  If God is in our midst, then we are walking on holy ground.  Will we 

allow ourselves to be transformed like Moses was when God called him out of the 

wilderness to rescue a people in oppression?  Will we give up our personal agendas 

ð on the mission trip the youth were challenged to give up the treasures that moth 

and rust destroy ð so that the spirit of Christ can live in us?  Will we actually be will-

ing to come together in unity of mission?  Will we be willing to be filled with the fruit 

of the spirit so abundantly that we cannot hold it in? 

 

How we go forward depends on you.  God comes and moves.  Like the spiritual 

Wade in the Water says, òGodõs gonna trouble (stir) the waters.ó  Godõs going to cre-

ate spiritual waves.  The question is ð are we going to accept Godõs movement and 

join Him?  Are we going to cannonball into the troubled waters so that we can be 

healed and go into the world and make a difference?  Are we going to look for Godõs 

spiritual waves, grab our spiritual surfboard, and ride the wave for as far as we can?  

Or are we going to look at what God is doing, say how nice it is, and then continue 

on as if nothing happened? 

 

God is calling, my friends.  God is beginning to call with a loud voice.  Will you join 

me?  Itõs about transformation, being crucified with Christ (estauromai) so Christ 

can live in us, unity, and being filled with the spirit.  This may sound familiar, but itõs 

about Prayer (daily), Worship (weekly), Reading/studying the Bible, Serving others, 

Relationships that are spiritual with others, and Giving of our time/talent/resources. 

 

God bless.  In the spirit of Moses, Iõm taking off my sandals for this is indeed holy 

ground.  But Iõm also grabbing my spiritual surfboard because I think God is sending 

us a spiritual wave.  And I want to ride it. 

 

      - Pastor John <>< 

JULY Birthdayõs & Anniversaries 

 
 

 
2 BETH ANN DELLINGER 
3 RACHEL HARTLEY 
9 MARIBETH HOLLIMAN 
10 DOUG TETZLAFF 
11 JOHN & DIANA  
               CALDWELL 
13 WES SCROGGS 
14 DEAN & SUSAN 
               LEDBETTER 
16 KEEFE CARPENTER 
17 MATTHEW MILLER 
19 DAVID SEAMAN 
 

 
 
 
22 MATTHEW GUENTHER 
 JAMIE DELLINGER 
23 KEITH & MARY 
                     ELMORE 
25 MYRTLE WILLIAMS 
 MARY BENSON 
26 JONATHAN ROCKETT 
27 RICHARD WILLIAMS 
28 CHUCK PARKER 
 WADE & LISA 
                     LAUFENBERG 
31 JOHN CALDWELL 
  ESTHER ALLEN 

 
 
 
 

 
We pray that sickness may be turned to health as we remember: 
ʽCarl Richardson   ʽLynn Underwood   ʽCarolyn Hamilton 

ʽBud Connor ʽKeith Watts    ʽJerry Michaud (Sadie Schneiderõs father) 
  ʽWayne Greer  ʽJosh, Jean and Doug Glenn 

ʽRay and Bonnie Donta    ʽBob Smith    ʽCoach Jerry Moore 
ʽDr. Jo Hendrix  ʽChuck Parker   

ʽGayle Greer    ʽJesse Walsh ʽManuel Garza ʽJune Scroggs 
ʽSteve Jackson ʽJason Kern   ʽBill Parsons    ʽRobert Hartzog 

ʽRenee Cook    ʽMegan Austin    ʽJulie Hamby  ʽTom Kilby    ʽMary Benson 
ʽAnn Brown ʽBarry Arney 

 
We pray for those serving in the military: 
ʽIan Miller  ʽJeremy Williams  ʽJason Taylor  

ʽRyan Blosser  ʽKelly Duerkõs husband  ʽGeoff Steffe  
ʽRobby Bessette  ʽJeffrey Dancy  

 
 We pray for our shut-ins: 

ʽEsther Allen (Britthaven)  ʽMyrtle Williams (Senior Village) 
ʽNaoma Choate (Britthaven)  ʽRetha Greene (Senior Village)  

ʽBecky Stokes (Senior Village)  
 
 

JOYS AND CONCERNS 



JULYõS SCHEDULED STEWARDS 

 GREETERS: JIMMIE CLINE 

 USHERS: TERRY STOKES & DOUG TETZLAFF 

 LECTOR: JOHN CALDWELL 

 CHALICIST: DANNY STALEY 

 ACOLYTE: LEANDRA STALEY & CELESTE SCIABARASI 

 CRUCIFER: PAULETTA PARKER 

 ALTAR GULID: CLYDE & ANN BROWN 

                                        TELLERS:    DEAN LEDBETTER & DANNY STALEY 

JULY 2010 Calendar of Events 

 
SUNDAY, JULY 4: CASUAL SUNDAY & COOKOUT FOLLOWING 

      WORSHIP 

FRIDAY, JULY 9: DINNER & MOVIEñ6:00 AND 7:00 PM 

SUNDAY, JULY 11: COUNCIL MEETING FOLLOWING THE SERVICE 

TUESDAY, JULY 13: GOD & THE GRILL MENõS GROUPñ7:00 PM 

      PA PAWõS BBQ 

MONDAY, JULY 16 CHRISMON WORKSHOP AT 6:00 PM 

SUNDAY, JULY 18: WORSHIP & MUSIC TEAM MEETING FOLLOW- 

                                                ING WORSHIP     

TUESDAY, JULY 27: GOD & THE GRILL MENõS GROUPñ7:00 PM 
        PA PAWõS BBQ 
 

MID-WEEK BIBLE STUDY EACH WEDNESDAY AT 5:30 PM 
UNLESS OTHERWISE ANNOUNCED 

 
A special "thank you" is extended to Kathy Brown and Chuck Parker who coordinated 

our Blood Drive at Atonement on Saturday, June 26.  Also, thanks to all who donated 

the "gift of life'" for those who will be in need of a blood transfusion.  A true way to share 

fruits of the Spirit with others. 

                  

 

                 Regular Offering for 2010   First Citizens Bank ñ Mortgage Loan  

             $45,741.64         Balance As of June 30,2010 

          $92,870.78 

            

              2010 Budget                                                     Monthly Payment   

               $79,653.51          $1,531.78 

From Your Council...  

Financial Update...  

 

Your Church Council took the following action during the monthly meeting held on Sunday, 
June 8, 2010: 

 
¶ Asked Pastor Fraser to prepare a letter to be sent to all church members to summa-

rize the May 19th òthird Wednesdayó meeting regarding withdrawing from ELCA mem-

bership and to extend an invitation for anyone needing to discuss the issues to con-

tact him to set up a time to meet.  The pastor will also contact all members who did 

not attend the May 19th meeting by phone. 
 

¶ Voted to allow James Sullivan of the Gideons International to make a short presenta-

tion to our congregation during an upcoming worship service and to display Gideons 

materials in the conference room on the Sunday of the presentation. 
 

 

¶ Voted to hold an Americana ñCasual Sundayò on Sunday, July 4th.   A cookout will 

follow the morning worship service under the rear portico. 
 

¶ Tabled discussion of the churchôs web site, www.AtonementWilkes.org, until a later 

date. 
 

¶ Called attention to the upcoming òTheological Conference for All Lutherans in North 

America; Seeking New Directions for Lutheranismó which will be held August 24-26 in 

the Columbus, Ohio area.  Pastor John asked that anyone interested in attending the 

conference contact him. 
 

 

 



ONGOING EVENTS SPONSERED BY òWELCAó LADIES . . . . . . 

 
¶ The annual Christmas in July òCHRISMONó workshop will be held on Monday,   July 

19, 2010 in the conference room beginning at 6:00PM.  Come join the fun & fel-

lowship of making new òCHRISMONSó for our Advent Christmas trees. Snacks will 

be served for all to enjoy during the workshop. 

¶ òRecycleó magazines by sharing. . . . .Bring your current magazines to share with 

other members of our Atonement family at the beginning of each month.  Location 

will be the conference room.  Any magazines remaining on the last Sunday of the 

month will be picked up by Lorae Norris to be shared with the residents & staff of 

the Village of Wilkes Care Facility. 

¶ Continue To Save all-occasion cards for the St. Jude project. The St. Jude box can 

be found in the left lower cabinet at the back of the sanctuary or give them to Pau-

letta Parker.  Collection will end on the last Sunday in January 2011. 

 

Leandra, Brandi & Wayne at 
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"They profess to know God, but by their deeds they deny Him."Titus 

1:16 NASB  

It's one thing to profess our faith. It's another to prove the truth of this 

faith through our actions.  

      In Paulõs letter to Titus, he used a word indicating that some people 

simply repeat what others say. They are echoes, going along with the 

crowd, but their lives tell a different story. Although they profess to 

know God, they deny Him by what they do.  

     It has been reported that 95% of Americans believe in God. More than half attend 

church every month, and a solid majority say they are Christians. But how many of these 

people really follow Jesus? How many actually put His teaching into practice? How many 

really believe that the Bible is God's Word?  

      Ultimately, all of us must think about these questions and reflect on our own lives. 

Do we really know God, or do we just know about Him? Are we sure about our relation-

ship with Jesus Christ? Are we merely echoing what other people want us to say ñ- just 

repeating words we've heard? Are we really being led by the Spirit, or are we following 

our own will and desires? Do we really know the Bible and what it teaches? 

      Ask God to help you examine your life. When others look at you, do they see more of 

Jesus or more of your sinful flesh? Do they see the fruit of the Spirit or your own human 

tendencies? 

      Declare anew that Jesus is your Lord. Commit your life to following Him. Make sure 

that the Bible is your only benchmark and that it sets your standards.  

Food for the MonthñJuly 

Macaroni & Cheese  

Please  


